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» Blackwell's decision to prevent voters who requested absentee ballots
but did not receive them on a timely basis from being able to receive
provisional ballots.

We were left with no choice but to debate these matters on the House
and Senate floors when not a single election official in Ohio provided us
with any explanation for these massive and widespread irregularities.

We never received an explanation for the machines in Mahoning
County that recorded an untold number of Kerry votes for Bush.

We never learned why so many lawfully registered voters were not on
the voting lists in Cuyahoga County, or how a little known third party
candidate could receive 20 times more votes than any third party
candidate in history in many Democratic-leaning precincts.

And we never learned why a Republican voting machine company was
granted unilateral and unsupervised access to voting computers in scores
of counties in Ohio prior to the recount.

We knew the debate would not change the outcome of November's
election. But out of this week's debate, I hope Congress will respond to
the calls of millions of citizens to fix the myriad flaws we experienced on
Nov. 2, 2004.

We can begin to do so by appointing a select committee of the House
and Senate to get to the bottom of what went wrong in Ohio on election
day.

We also need to enact real election reform -- that gives all citizens the
right to a provisional ballot; that gives all voters a verifiable paper trail;
and that bans election officials from serving as campaign chairs. If
Americans are dying in Afghanistan and Iraq in the name of fair
elections, the least we can do is make sure every vote is counted in this
country.

Four years from now, I hope we will have an election all our citizens
can be proud of.

U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr. of Detroit is the ranking Democrat on the
House Judiciary Committee. Send letters to (313) 222-6417 or
letters@detnews.com.
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